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	Ask Dr FOI a Question?

You can ask Dr FOI a Question in relation to anything to do with access to information law.  We will put the response on the website.  As you can see we cannot respond to requests about specific named cases, but we will answer as fully as we can to generalized requests.
email your questions to:

louisewilder@drfoi.co.uk 
 
	Welcome & This Month’s Features:

Dear Colleague

Welcome to the October edition of Dr FOI.  In this month’s edition:

· Report of the Constitutional Affairs Committee-Freedom of Information One Year On-2006

· Government Response to the above

· Independent Review of the Impact of Freedom of Information

· Decision Notice on the records of deceased patients

· FOIFA

· Dr FOI’s Postbag

· Training:
-  Training the Trainers for Information Governance

-  Information and Clinical Governance Certificate

-  NEW Corporate Training Programmes
               



	Public Partners Professionals has been awarded New Provider status for its open and distance training solutions with ODL QC.  This confirms our continued pledge to provide high quality training. 

Visit www.drfoi.co.uk to view the full announcement and to see what we offer!

Have you seen our free resources for Caldicott Guardians?  Visit www.drfoi.co.uk and download the page!!
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	What’s New : "Dr FOI”                                             
 
Report of the Constitutional Affairs Committee-Freedom of Information One Year On-2006

The Select Committee published its report earlier in the year. The summary sets out its main conclusions:

· The FOI Act is a success in that it has already brought about the release of significant new information which is being used in a constructive and positive way 

· In many cases the 20 day statutory response time is not being complied with. In addition and these account for most complaints. The Committee have identified a number of areas where the Department for Constitutional Affairs (DCA) could and should improve compliance

· The complaints resolution process provided by the Information Commissioner's Office during 2005 was unsatisfactory. 

· The Committee saw considerable merit in the Information Commissioner becoming directly responsible to, and funded by, Parliament

· The long-term preservation of electronic records is widely recognised as a serious problem. More proactive leadership and progress management of departments' records management systems is required. 

To see the full report, visit:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmselect/cmconst/991/99103.htm 

Government Response 

The Government has now responded to the Select Committee Report. It intends to

· publish data in the monitoring statistics to show how often and by how much the 20-day response deadline is extended by Government Departments to consider the public interest. Indeed, the first set of statistics on this issue were published by DCA on 29 September 2006; 

· examine the viability of publishing in the monitoring statistics central Government Departments’ target times and success rates for determining internal reviews; 

· initiate a review and revision of the code of practice on records’ management under s.46 of the FOI Act in order to update it for the rapidly changing world of digital records.

It also states that although the Select Committee did not recommend a fees increase for applicants, following an independent review into the impact of the FOIA, it is thinking about 

· include reading time, consideration time and consultation time in the calculation of the appropriate limit above which requests could be refused on cost grounds

· aggregate requests made by an applicant when calculating the appropriate limit    

It has decided not to pursue:

· a flat fee for all requests (although this could not be ruled out permanently as Parliament had voted powers in the FOI Act to allow such fees); and 

· a reduction in the cost threshold to £400

For the full report visit:

http://www.foi.gov.uk/reference/foi-response-cm6937.pdf   

See the concerns of the Campaign for Freedom of Information at:

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/10/23/ufrankel.xml 

Independent Review of the Impact of the Freedom of Information Act 

To see the independent review in full, visit:

http://www.foi.gov.uk/reference/foi-independent-review.pdf 
Decision Notice on Health Records of a Deceased Patient

There has been concern that health records of the deceased could be accessed under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, as they are public records and not protected by the Data Protection Act 1998, which applies only to living persons.

The NHS Code of Records Management states: “This issue is currently under consideration by the Department of Constitutional Affairs in conjunction with the Department of Health. 

Until the guidance is available, organisations should not release the health records of deceased patients unless it is to comply with the Access to Health Records Act." 

To view the Records Code, visit: 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/OrganisationPolicy/RecordsManagement/fs/en) 
 

This is a position which has recently been re-enforced by a Decision made by the Information Commissioner. See: 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/decisionnotices/2006/decision_notice_fs50071069.pdf 

FOIFA

FOIFA is a new idea to both make it easier for the public to put in freedom of information requests and also to publish the results. 

Heather Brooke has come up with the idea, after looking at the Security Archive in the USA. Currently in development, you can visit it at:
http://www.mysociety.org/moin.cgi/FreedomOfInformation  

	To unsubscribe: 

If you no longer wish to receive the Bulletin, please e-mail admin@dilysjones.co.uk and put "UNSUBSCRIBE NEWSLETTER" in the Subject Box. Many thanks.
  

  
	Ask Dr FOI a Question? 

Dr FOI’s Postbag

Dr FOI’s Postbag is now available; 
Visit http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/dr_foi_question.html 
  

	
	Training
  

Training for Trainers in Information Governance: A Two-day Residential Course - 6th & 7th March 2007 

Please note that closing date for receiving booking forms is 12th December 2006
Colleagues working in the field of information and clinical governance face considerable challenges in delivering their objectives. Caldicott Guardians, Information and Clinical Governance Managers, Human Resources Managers as well as Data Protection and Freedom of Information Managers may all have significant responsibilities in their roles for:

· Leading within the organisation on learning and awareness in these areas 

· Providing advice and guidance to colleagues 

· Briefing Board members about new and emerging issues 

· Ensuring compliance and quality for these areas, which can only be achieved with the engagement and involvement of many others within the organisation
This two-day residential course is designed to provide colleagues with:

· An up to date overview briefing on key issues in relation to information and clinical governance 

· Tested tools and approaches to use in providing learning and awareness raising 

· Tested tools for providing advice and guidance 

· The best ways of briefing 

· How to harness colleagues to achieve the objectives if the clinical and information governance agenda in your organisation 

· Learning and interaction with key national experts in these fields 

 For further details, visit: http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/certfied_and_accredited_course.html
Or contact Katie Fairman  E-mail:  Katie@dilysjones.co.uk or ring 01753 621961/01252 876149

Information and Clinical Governance: Certificate

Introduction 
This six month course commences on the 1st March 2007. The course is for all professionals including:

· Information Governance Managers and Leads 

· Caldicott Guardians and clinicians working in this area 

· Freedom of Information and Data Protection Leads 

· Health Informatics Managers 

· Others who work in the area of Information Governance 

The aim is to assist practitioners in achieving excellence in this area, by developing knowledge, skills and learning approaches, and by creating a network of practitioners who can continue to provide support and learning to each other after the course has concluded. 

 For further details, visit: http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/certfied_and_accredited_course.html
Or contact Katie Fairman  E-mail:  Katie@dilysjones.co.uk or ring 01753 621961/01252 876149

NEW Corporate Training Programmes

Our new e-based, on-line, corporate programmes will be launched in January 2007. We can provide training for all your employees to ensure compliance with access to information and data protection requirements. Our new training web site has a wide range of on-line and modular learning for all staff. 
These are in addition to our Desk Top Drivers courses.

(visit:  http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/desktop_drivers.html) 

To learn more, and to register for an information pack, please contact Louise Wilder or Katie Fairman:

Contact Louise Wilder E-mail: Louise@dilysjones.co.uk or ring 01252 876149 

Contact Katie Fairman E-mail:  Katie@dilysjones.co.uk or ring 01753 621961/01252 876149

We have a series of forthcoming open events, which are listed below:

· The Data Protection Act 1998 – 28th November 2006 at IOD, London

· Caldicott Guardian Training – 8th December 2006 at IOD, London

All courses cost £295.00 + VAT per delegate and are inclusive of:

· Attendance Certificates 

· Pre-Course Assignment (relevant to certain courses only) 

· PowerPoint Slides 

· Comprehensive Delegate Packs including CD ROMs 

· One month support following the course by prior agreement 

If you would like any additional information on our courses in the first instance please visit http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/dr_foi_whats_new.html where a courses outline and booking form can be found.  
If you need further assistance or would like to discuss our bespoke courses, then please do not hesitate to contact us at:  Katie@dilysjones.co.uk



