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	Ask Dr FOI a Question?

You can ask Dr FOI a Question in relation to anything to do with access to information law.  We will put the response on the website.  As you can see we cannot respond to requests about specific named cases, but we will answer as fully as we can to generalized requests.
email your questions to:

louisewilder@drfoi.co.uk 
 
	Welcome & This Months Features:

Dear Colleague

Welcome to Dr FOI June 2006. In this month’s edition:

· The Data Protection Act

· Recent Decisions by the Information Commissioner

· FOI Monitor

· Information Governance Toolkit and Caldicott Guardian Council

· Department for Constitutional Affairs web site Two FOI Stories

· Two FOI Stories

· Our courses 

Quote of the Month                           [image: image2.jpg]



“It” (the Data Protection Act) “is a difficult piece of legislation; we accept that, which is why we try to provide the public with copious amounts of guidance. But basically it’s about common sense”. 

James Ford

Office of the Information Commissioner 

“KFC, fags and Pepsi…it’s human rights, innit?”

Sunday Times June 11 2006 

 



	 ”The first year of the FOI Act’s operation has raised a number of issues including the backlog of appeals at the Office of the Information Commissioner, the time it has taken some departments to answer requests and the Lord Chancellor’s unexpected suggestion of possible fees." Alan Beith

Have you seen our free resources for Caldicott Guardians?  Visit www.drfoi.co.uk and download the page!!

Have you seen our free resources for Caldicott Guardians?  Visit www.drfoi.co.uk and download the page!!
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The Data Protection Act

Have you seen the Employment Practices Code and its Supplementary Guidance?

This is on the web site of the Information Commissioner and provides very helpful guidance about employees in respect of the Data Protection Act:

http://www.ico.gov.uk/eventual.aspx?id=437 
James Ford, at the Information Commissioner’s Office, is quoted this weekend in the Sunday Times talking about the Data Protection Act as follows:

“It is a difficult piece of legislation; we accept that, which is why we try to provide the public with copious amounts of guidance. But basically it’s about common sense”.

We are now providing courses on the Data Protection Act 1998, for the whole of the public sector as well as specific courses for the NHS. Visit our web site http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/dr_foi_whats_new.html  for further information. 

Recent Decisions by the Information Commissioner

This decision involves Pembrokeshire County Council. The complainant had requested information which was submitted to the Council in July 2000 by ORA Ltd in support of its tender. PCC refused to provide this information citing section 41 (exemption for information provided in confidence) as the basis for its refusal. Having considered the information in question, the Commissioner has decided that it was not communicated to the public authority in circumstances giving rise to a duty of confidence, it was not confidential in nature and that there was no conclusive evidence of significant detriment that would result from the release of this information. The Commissioner has therefore concluded that section 41 does not apply to the requested information. 
This is an interesting decision notice in respect of the issue of confidentiality. For the full case, visit: 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/cms/DocumentUploads/Decision_Notice_FS50067633.pdf 
FOI Monitor

The Government’s Actuary’s Department has a free, downloadable system available for managing information requests. This is a very useful system and is based on advice from the Lord Chancellor’s Department. Visit: 
http://www.gad.gov.uk/Publications/FOI%20Monitor.htm 
You can also keep up to date with any developments by adding your names to the e-mail list facility which is also provided free of charge.

Information Governance Toolkit for the NHS

This is being updated and will be available with an internet presence, at the end of June. At the same time, the first guidance from the Caldicott Guardians Council will be available.

We will post further information as soon as we are aware of it.

Department for Constitutional Affairs Website

The Freedom of Information part of the web site has been updated to make it more user-friendly. Visit: 

http://www.dca.gov.uk/foi/index.htm 
Have you seen the templates of suggested standard responses that your organisation could use? Visit:

http://www.dca.gov.uk/foi/FOI_standardparas.pdf 
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	Elsewhere 
 

Two FOI Stories

They have been sent to us courtesy of David, who is Information Management Team Leader, Northampton Borough Council. The FOI requests took quite a lot of time and research to respond to. However, the stories involved are of great interest and the responses have delighted the applicants. 
1.     John Phipps, Mayor 1862
Back in the 1920’s or 30's a friend of the applicant’s father found a metal plaque

that had been thrown in a bin. It was rescued, cleaned up and put it up on a wall

in the house. The plaque became part of the family memorabilia and was passed

down to the applicant where it now hangs on the living room wall.
The ornate plaque is made up of two parts. The upper section is round and has

the Northampton coat of arms surrounded by a belt with the inscription ‘*John

Phipps Mayor*’. The lower section has what appears to be a Masonic emblem on

a shield with the date 1863.
The applicant in the first instance wanted to know if John Phipps had been Mayor

of Northampton on that date and secondly if we could provide any information

about John Phipps.
For the full story visit:  http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/downloads/GNS2%20NBC240-282%20J%20Phipps%2022-05-06.pdf 
2.     The second story involves another request from a member of the public:  
“Would you be kind enough to check your photographic archive for the years 1962, 1963 and1964 to see if you have any photographs of Swan Street prior to it being demolished in approximately 1965. In particular, I am very much hoping that you might find a picture showing my parent’s grocery shop which was called Barratt’s. I do realise this is a very slim hope (Swan Street wasn’t a very smart part of town and possibly wasn’t considered worth photographing from an historical point of view) but my figures are crossed.”
The Council’s photographic archive consists of approximately 100,000 glass and

acetate negatives as well as photographs of significant events and the bulk of the

Northampton Development Corporation (NDC) pictures of the Eastern District

urban expansion including many aerial photographs. The earliest black and white

glass plate negatives date from 1962 and although it was not the intention they

do capture the town centre before much of the redevelopment began. 

This story covers the search for the information and what was discovered. You can read this at: 
http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/downloads/GNS01%20NBC140-153%20Swan%20St%2005-09-21.pdf 
If you have received interesting requests which you would like to share please email them to louisewilder@drfoi.co.uk  
 

	
	Our Services / Courses
  

 

What other courses do we offer?..............................

Desktop Drivers - Learning Driven from your Desk!                                                  

Desktop Drivers is a NEW way of learning from Public Partners-Professionals. You don't need to leave your desk! As long as you have access to the internet, a telephone and a free hour, you can keep up-to-date and ahead of access to information law and what it means for you and your organisation.  To view our flyer please visit:  http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/Introducing%20Desktop%20Drivers.doc 
Our Next Desktop Drivers Sessions will be held on:                                                                              

· Data Protection Act - 20th July 2006, 27th July 2006 & 20th September 2006                     

· Introduction to Freedom of Information - 13th July 2006                                                  

· Exemptions & Exceptions - 13th July 2006 

All courses cost £75.00 + VAT per delegate and are inclusive of:

· Attendance Certificates 

· Pre-Course Assignment (relevant to certain courses only) 

· PowerPoint Slides 

· Comprehensive Delegate Packs including CDROMs 

· One month support following the course by prior agreement 

We have a series of forthcoming open events, which are listed below:

· The Data Protection Act 1998 for NHS Clinicians & Managers - 15th September 2006 at IOD, London & 6th October 2006 at Manchester Conference Centre 
· The Data Protection Act 1998 – 17th October 2006 at IOD, London

· An Introduction to FOI and All Associated Legislation (including EIR, DPA & PSI) -13th September 2006 at IOD, London

· Freedom of Information Act Exemptions Update -  3rd October 2006 at IOD, London

· Caldicott Guardian Training - 14th July 2006, 21st September 2006 & 9th November 2006 at IOD, London

· The Sharing of Information and Patient Records - 6th July 2006 at IOD, London, 10th October 2006 at Manchester Conference Centre, & 24th November 2006 at IOD, London

· Clinicians & Confidentiality - 19th October 2006 at Manchester Conference Centre

All courses cost £295.00 + VAT per delegate and are inclusive of:

· Attendance Certificates 

· Pre-Course Assignment (relevant to certain courses only) 

· PowerPoint Slides 

· Comprehensive Delegate Packs including CDROMs 

· One month support following the course by prior agreement 

If you would like any additional information on our courses in the first instance please visit http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/dr_foi_whats_new.html where a courses outline and booking form can be found.  If you need further assistance or would like to discuss our bespoke courses, then please do not hesitate to contact us at:  louisewilder@drfoi.co.uk  or on 01753 621961, 01252 876149.
For a full and comprehensive list of what bespoke courses we have carried out in the past please visit:  http://www.dilysjones.co.uk/dr_foi_whats_new.html 

What they’re saying about our Bespoke and Open Courses:

We have received the following feedback from our bespoke and open events over the past month:
“Excellent study day-very informative and thought provoking”

“Excellent. Certainly made me think; thank you”

“Well presented, clear and concise. Essential”

“Very informative-learned lots!”

“Very useful, particularly the opportunity to discuss workplace scenarios”
“The information pack is very useful and I am looking forward to reading the CD ROM”

“Excellent / Fluent / Interactive”

“Really useful – thank you”

“Very good.  Well presented”

“An excellent presentation and content most appropriate.  Speakers excellent”

“Very informative and interesting.  Will refer to the material incorporated in the delegate pack”
“Pleasantly surprised.  This was extremely well organised and presented”



